We, the people of Telangana were against merging with Andhra state right from the beginning. But, in the name of common language we were forced by the central Govt for a conditional merger that could be reviewed after 10 years.

All our fears of domination by Andhras came true in every field, and we have been fighting for the last 40 years for our own state.

Let’s look at the objections to our demand, and our response which proves that their objections are completely baseless. So, we request you to carefully consider all the appeals submitted to you and recommend Telangana state formation without any further delay.
	Andhra Objection
	Telangana Response

	We are all Telugus, so we should live together for eternity.
	Language is certainly one of the bonds between people, but not the only one. There are eight states speaking the same language Hindi. Why can’t there be two or three states for Telugu people? Also, Muslims don’t speak telugu, and Urdu is second official language of the state. If language is the only criterion, Muslims will demand a separate state for Urdu-speaking people. So, language can’t be the only criterion for state-formation. In any case, you guys ridicule our language and say it’s not pure telugu. So, where is the question of we’re together? 

	We lived together forever 
	We lived together the last time in 1325 AD, under Kakatiya empire, with Warangal as capital. After that we went in different ways, and finally got together against our wishes in 1956. 

	Unemployed politicians are trying to provoke you to separate.
	KCR has done exactly what Potti Sriramulu and other Andhra leaders did to separate out from Madras state. See the attachment.

	We taught culture to you and we’ll not allow you to separate.
	Bhagavatham was translated from Sanskrit to Telugu by Pothana who hailed from a village in Warangal district. Kakatiyas built temples in the 13th century with exquisite sculptures which are there for all to see even now at Ramappa.
In recent times, Dasarathi Rangacharya of Telangana translated all four Vedas into Telugu, and he remains the only one till date to do so.

One of the two recipients of Gyanpeeth award for literature from AP, Dr. C. Narayana Reddy is from Telangana.

So, Telangana doesn’t need to learn from Andhra when it comes to culture. 

	We developed Hyderabad, and we’ll not leave it to Telangana.
	In 1956, Hyderabad was the 5th largest city in India, and the Nizam was the richest man in the world. Where do you think this money came from? Of course from the people of Telangana, Vidarbha and parts of Karnataka. Hyderabad was built with the blood and sweat of Telangana people, who had to pay back-breaking taxes to the Nizam without getting any services in return. Whereas you were enjoying English education, development, and modern life by paying marginal taxes to the British.
54 years later, Hyderabad continues to be the 5th largest city, with Bangalore trying to replace it soon. So, what’s your great contribution to the growth of Hyderabad?

Also, so many people from other states and countries came to Hyderabad and invested here. You’re not the only one to do so. Just because you invested here, you don’t become the owner.

	Telangana will be taken over by Maoists.
	Not only Telangana, but entire country might be taken over by China in the garb of Maoists, like it happened in Nepal, if the present case of utter neglect of the rural poor continues. Naxalism was started by you guys. All the naxalite leaders are from Andhra, and the foot soldiers are from Telangana. What can people do if their democratic rights are suppressed, and their resources are hijacked by Andhra rulers and businessmen?

On the other hand, a separate Telangana state will improve the lives of rural poor and wean them away from the machinations of Maoists, as they will not find any reason to turn to them.  

	There is no good leader in Telangana who can control 
	The first Prime Minister of India from south, P.V.Narasimha Rao is from Telangana. He not only became the PM, and ruled for 5 years without having a majority, but liberalized the economy and changed the direction of the country. So, there is no dearth of good leaders in Telangana.

	If Hyderabad is given to Telangana, all the MNCs and businesses will leave Hyderabad.
	Businesses operate where there are resources, including human resources. Just because the name of the state changes, the resource pool doesn’t change. Hyderabad will continue to be the most cosmopolitan city in India, and will attract talent and investments from all around the globe.

	We can become stronger and develop only if we’re together.
	Yes, you become stronger and wealthier if we’re together because you systematically loot all the resources of Telangana. If your argument is true, whole of India should become one state and then we’ll be very strong and very advanced.

	We will not allow our state to be broken into pieces.
	No army can prevent an idea when it’s time has come. Telangana’s time has come. No force on earth can prevent Telangana from becoming a state. Don’t be foolish and oppose it for the sake of it. Understand that we both can live peacefully and grow faster in separate states. We don’t have any ill-will towards you.

	If it becomes a separate state, Telangana will be a hotbed of Islamic terrorism.
	Islamic terrorism is an international problem, and everyone has to deal with it. Coming to us, this problem is localized in the old city of Hyderabad. Politics of Andhra Congress is the only thing that is coming in the way of rooting out this problem. Once Telangana is formed, common Muslims will come into the mainstream, and extremist elements can be easily isolated and dealt with. So, Telangana state is a solution to this problem. 

	If you want Telangana, leave Hyderabad and Bhadrachalam.
	Hyderabad is the core of Telangana, geographically and psychologically. To reach Hyderabad from anywhere, one needs to traverse 200km through Telangana. So, it’s inseparable from any point of view.
Bhadrachalam temple was built by Akkanna&Madanna, ministers in the Golconda Durbar upon request from great poet, Ramadasu of Telangana.

How can you even think of asking for it? 

	We saved Hyderabad from Muslim extremists and converted it into a place for Telugus.
	We suffered from the tyranny of Islamic rule for centuries, and you never helped us in any way. When we got freedom and started living free lives, your eyes fell on us. We know how to deal with the Muslims who chose to live here. We like the diversity in language, religion and culture that is symbolic of Telangana. We don’t want to become a uniform, bland culture like yours.

	Telangana students are naxalites
	The students your media is projecting as naxalites are mostly from backward caste, poor families from rural Telangana. Most of them are so poor they can’t even buy shaving cream and razors. So, they grow beards out of necessity not fashion. They wear handed down clothes from their brothers or uncles, giving the appearance of naxalites.

	Telangana people are becoming Talibans
	Yes, there is a tremendous awakening in Telangana about the injustices done to them by you guys, and they want to fight for their rights in a peaceful, democratic way. You’re not able to stomach that, and started provoking them by calling such names so that they become violent and the state can suppress them using force. Your wishes will not be fulfilled this time. 

	Telangana can’t survive on its own
	Telangana has the same population now as the combined AP had in 1956.When a state was needed for AP then; a state is needed for Telangana now.
Telangana is bigger than 18 out of 28 states in India, and more than 110 countries in the world.

Telangana has natural resources, and human resources that match any other state and can become the most developed state within a decade.

	Creation of Telangana leads to demands for other states 
	Demands can be made and each demand has to be considered based on the case. After all, a state is an administrative unit, and has limited powers. So, this can’t be a reason for not creating Telangana state.

	More states will lead to destabilization of the Country
	This was the fear in the initial years of becoming independent. But, still, we have created 14 new states, three of them six years ago. None of them caused any problems to national integration. On the other hand, there are less turbulence and more development in all the newly created states.

	People of Telangana don’t want to separate out, otherwise TRS should have won all the seats in Telangana
	Elections are fought on many issues, and Telangana is one of them. Since 2004, all the major political parties at different times supported Telangana state. Even as latest as December 7, 2010, all the parties supported Telangana in the all-party meeting conducted by Chief Minister. So, when all parties support (directly or indirectly) Telangana, it ceases to be an election issue. In that event, other issues dominate and people vote based on those. 

	Telangana is developing faster under AP
	This is a fallacy being propagated by rascals like Lagadapati as well as IAS-turned politician & utter casteist like Jayaprakash Narayan. Rate of development is one thing and the actual status is quite another. For example, you were making 20,000 pm last year and are making 30,000 pm now, your growth rate is 50%.
Now, if I was making 5,000 last year, and am making 10,000 now, my growth rate is 100%, which is much better than your growth rate. But, in reality, you are making 30,000 and I’m getting only 10,000. Who is better off? If you think I’m, let’s swap what we have.

This is the reality that you guys need to wake up to, especially since the Govt. is also trying to confuse the committee by giving statistics in terms of growth rates and not actual numbers.  

	There are many Chief Ministers from Telangana
	Congress party gave chance to leaders from Telangana to become CMs. But, not even one was allowed to complete a term. PV was pulled down within a year, Anjaiah was allowed six months, and Chenna Reddy was pulled down twice, once after 2 years, and another after 1 year, despite he having fought against the charismatic NTR and won the elections.
And, TDP doesn’t even entertain the thought of giving the CM post to anyone outside NTR family. Likewise, for some unfathomable reason, PRP comes to power, Chiranjeevi’s family is ready to take over. So, there was little scope for power to Telanganites before, and virtually none in future in the current state.

	If Telangana is formed, Andhras will be chased out of Hyderabad
	Despite 400 students losing their lives in the 1969 agitation under Andhra police firing, and more than 300 people committing suicide for Telangana state during the current agitation, not a single common Andhra person was touched by Telangana agitators. No common man’s property was attacked. Andhra people are living not only in Hyderabad city, but also in all major towns and some villages of Telangana. But, nobody heard of any Andhra man being attacked anywhere in Telangana. If this is the status when the agitation is at its peak, and passions are running high, how can you feel threatened when Telangana state is formed and is working for development and inviting investments from all & sundry in competition with other states, including Andhra?
Telangana people are very emotional and loving. In all their history, they suffered but never harmed anyone. So, these fears are totally unfounded, and are the creation of rogue politicians like Lagadapati & YSR. 

	Telangana districts are close to the capital, Hyderabad. So, they don’t need a separate state
	Distance from the capital is one factor that can affect the reach of the Govt. But, it’s not the only one. When the entire Govt, bureaucracy, business, and media are working in the interests of the Andhra region & its people, what good is it to be closer to the capital? Neither the people nor their representatives from Telangana can get anything done in the Govt.offices in Hyderabad. All offices are dominated to the extent of 90% by Andhra men. Telangana people & their leaders are shoed away just like that. If they persist or show their power, which is limited in any case, they are made to run from pillar to post citing all kinds of rules & regulations.

So, even though the capital city is close by, people can still feel neglected and alienated. That’s exactly what has been happening since the merger. 

	Demand development, but not separate state
	Development is not the only issue. If that was so, we didn’t have to fight the British for independence. We want freedom and self-respect, without a big brother looking over our shoulders.

	Telangana will have a threat from Muslim extremists and Maoists.
	Demographically, Telangana is identical to India. In fact, it is mini-India in many respects. This problem exists for India as a country too. So, does that mean we should disband the country and give in to Muslim extremists and Maoists? No, we deal with this problem, fight them and overcome them. Likewise, we’ll deal with the issues at different levels, like reaching out to the remotest parts of the state, sharing the fruits of development, and using force with anti-national elements. 


